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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this project was to create a brochure students will use as an
informational tool that would in turn make them successful in the agricultural
communication major.
The final product was a brochure designed to provide information that will
guide students from when they are accepted into Cal Poly agriculture
communication major until they graduate. Areas of focus include advising,
involvement, opportunities, internship, and graduation requirements.
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Chapter One
Introduction
A smooth transfer pathway is key to a student’s success when transferring from a
community college to a four-year university. Transfer students make up a large population of
students who are currently attending a four-year university. California Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo offers many resources to students to help guide them to a degree
such as advising, tutoring, workshops, curriculum catalogs, and curriculum flowcharts. However,
the agricultural communication major does not provide a single document including all the
resources and opportunities made available to the student in one readily available pamphlet.
Instead, the student must hunt down various faculty and research websites to find answers to
questions or concerns they might have.
Due to this lack of a guide, transfer students become overwhelmed and have a harder
time acclimating to their new rigorous curriculum and high expectations that a four-year
university demands.

Statement of the Problem
Many students transferring into the agricultural communication major at Cal Poly are
unaware of the resources and help they have offered to them through the College of Agriculture,
Food, & Environmental Sciences (CAFES). Students become confused as to where they can get
help and guidance from faculty when needed. They also can be unaware of requirements that
must be completed upon approval for graduation. In order for these students to become
successful, a pamphlet needs to be created that will help guide them on the right path towards
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graduation. This pamphlet will include information about different resources available to
agricultural communication students along with where to find them on campus at Cal Poly. It
will also contain tips on how to succeed at Cal Poly and list the requirements that must be met
before the student is eligible for graduation.

Importance of the Project
The importance of this project is to help transfer students in the agricultural
communication major succeed. This project benefits the agricultural industry because students
will leave Cal Poly confident and qualified to enter into the industry as professionals. Students
will benefit from this project because they will confidently know what is expected of them when
meeting the requirements of the major and graduation and also where to find help if need be.
Faculty will benefit along with students because they can easily distribute the pamphlet to
students to help direct them in the right direction instead of printing out or writing down various
information for them. Everything the student needs to know will be in one easy to read resource.

Purpose of the Project
The purpose of this project is to create a pamphlet that will help transfer students entering
the agricultural communication major at Cal Poly become successful and well-informed students.
Objectives of the Project
The objectives of this project are to create and implement a pamphlet to help guide
transfer students into the agricultural communication major by:
Contacting faculty in the agricultural communication department and interview them
asking how a student can become successful in this major
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Organizing and providing a brief explanation of the various club an agricultural
communication student could get involved with
Including information on where the student can seek advising or help such as the MAP
Center and the Advising Center
Listing graduation requirements for the agricultural communication major as well as Cal
Poly requirements
Providing agricultural communication degree curriculum flowcharts as well as
curriculum for the updated catalog years
Listing options for free tutoring available for students
Finishing the pamphlet and publishing it for the 2015-2016 academic year for use in the
agricultural communication major
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Definitions of Important Terms
Pamphlet- Informational guide
CAFES- College of Agriculture, Food, & Environmental Sciences
Cal Poly- California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, Calif.
AGC- agricultural communication major
Wordmark- A specific design for a written name of an organization that aids in
recognition in the form of a graphic identity
Typeface- A set of one or more fonts that share a common design feature
CMYK- Cyan, magenta, yellow, and key (black)
Pantone- Used for standard colors while printing
Articulation Agreements- Agreements between community colleges and universities that
match courses taken from one institution to correspond to a class at another institution
Curriculum Flowcharts- Flowcharts designed to show the student the order the classes in
a specific major are generally taken
Adobe InDesign- A program used to design various applications such as pamphlets or
newsletters
Learn by Doing- Experience students get at Cal Poly by actively participating in hands on
activities in and out of the classroom.
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Summary
Transferring to a four-year university from a community college is a very confusing and
frustrating time for a student. A student can become overwhelmed and stressed when they have
no guide provided for them to reference. This project will help alleviate some of the stress and
confusion by providing information to become successful on campus in one easy to use source.
Students will be able to look at the pamphlet and find the information they need help with
navigating their new campus and degree program. The pamphlet will list academic resources
such as advising, and provide information on extracurricular ways the student can get involved.
This guide will give the student an opportunity to be hands on in clubs and really allow them to
have the full Learn by Doing experience of Cal Poly.
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Chapter Two
Literature Review
The focus of this project is to create and implement a pamphlet to help guide transfer
students in the agricultural communication major at California Polytechnic State University (Cal
Poly). This pamphlet will include graduation requirements for Cal Poly along with the
graduation requirements for the agricultural communication major. It will also include an
introduction about the major, curriculum guidance, and outside class involvement opportunities.
This chapter will focus on what design programs are best for creating a pamphlet, qualities of a
useful pamphlet, students transferring to larger institutions, Cal Poly standards for use of color
and graphics, and how guides in general assist students in understanding university majors.

Cal Poly Standards for Graphic and Visual Elements
According to the Cal Poly Style Guide & Identification Standards Manual, California
State statue reserves the use of the names “California Polytechnic State University” and “Cal
Poly” to the California State University System. In order to use either of these names on any
document, written consent must come from the university. The manual states the wordmark must
be included on the cover of all publications. The official watermark is pictured in Figure 1. The
Cal Poly wordmark is protected by the Federal Trademark Registration, but can be used based on
approval through Public Affairs (Cal Poly Style, 2012). Public Affairs can be reached at
polynews@calpoly.edu or 805-756-6260.
“Official logos of colleges, departments, offices and other units of the University may also be
used on communications from those entities, as long as the official Cal Poly logo is also
included as the primary symbol. The Cal Poly wordmark should not be altered in any

6

way, nor should the subordinate mark or logo be combined with it.” (Cal Poly Style,
2012).
Requirements for the wordmark include a minimum clear space of the size of the small
cap of the logo’s typeface, it is never allowed to be smaller than an inch in width, and it must not
be combined with the university seal. The wordmark should appear in official Cal Poly colors
and a solid white background is preferred. The Cal Poly college and department typeface must be
Palatino. Palatino Bold is used for college, department or administrative entity. Secondary
information such as college or unit uses Palatino Italic.
Cal Poly’s official colors must be used on all documents with the wordmark. The official
colors are green and gold. In order to get the true color of the green and gold, Pantone or CMYK
color codes must be used. This allows for the correct saturation of each color. For coated printed
the requirements for Cal Poly Green is Pantone 7483C or CMYK 80-20-80-40 and Cal Poly
Gold is Pantone 124 or CMYK 0-25-100-0.

Figure 1: Official Cal Poly wordmark

Importance of Transfer Pathway
Transfer students coming from a community college make up a large portion of students
completing four-year degrees at universities. According to Stephen Handel, over 45 percent of
students who go on to complete their bachelor’s degree in 2011-2012 started their college
education at a community college (Handel, 2013). Handel also stated, “Of the seven states
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producing more than 100,000 bachelor degree graduates, in five states (Arizona, California,
Florida, Illinois, and Texas) 50 percent or more of these graduates began at community
colleges.” The transfer process itself is exceedingly complex and will vary across different fouryear institutions. Some courses may transfer from the community college to the four-year
university and some may not. Depending on what university the student attends, the courses that
will transfer changes. Articulation agreements between four-year universities and community
colleges differ. This can cause confusion to the student when figuring out what they still need to
take to get their four-year degree. Handel goes on to say, “The need for a robust and efficient
transfer process will become ever more important, and it will serve the nation well to focus on
this academic pathway while attempting to increase the number of students with bachelor’s
degree.”
Agricultural Communication Curriculum
The Cal Poly Agricultural Communication major provides a sheet of all courses, major
and general education required for the completion of a bachelor’s degree in the major. The
student will follow the catalog of courses based on what year they enrolled in the major. The
author included 2011-2013 information to assist in completing the curriculum. Curriculum sheets
are catalog-specific and reflect all degree requirements for a given major (CAFES). These
curriculum sheets are shown in Figure 2 and Figure 3. Flowcharts are also made available to
students to show the general sequence of when these courses should be taken. According to the
College of Agriculture, Food & Environmental (CAFES) advising center you must, “verify that
you have catalog rights to the desired curriculum sheet. If you do not know your catalog rights,
you can contact the Evaluations Office at 756-2396 or visit their window in the Administration
Building, Room 222.” The flowchart for 2011-2013 is shown in Figure 5. Figure 4 shows the
curriculum for the 2015-2017 catalog.
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Figure 2: Agricultural Communication Degree for 2011-2013 catalog
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Figure 3: Agricultural Communication Degree 2013-2015 catalog
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Figure 4: Agricultural Communication Degree 2015-2017 catalog
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Figure 5: Flowchart of courses for Agricultural Communication Degree 2011-2013 catalog
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Transfer Acceptance to Cal Poly
In order to transfer into Cal Poly, the school requires the student to be at junior level
with sixty or more credit units (Transfer Students, 2015). Cal Poly applicants are not
required to meet for a personal interview or provide an entrance essay. According to CSU
Mentor, out of 8,077 transfer students who applied to Cal Poly for the 2013-2014 school
year, only 1,982 were accepted. The minimum GPA by Cal Poly for transfer is 2.0 using a 4.0
scale (CSU, 2014).
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Chapter Three
Methods and Materials
In order to create a pamphlet for the Agricultural communication major (AC), research
must be done to ensure information is presented effectively. The first step was to contact faculty
in the Agricultural Education and Communication Department to create an outline of information
to be included in the pamphlet. Faculty also gave input on how to proceed with researching
pamphlet formatting. After researching other college department pamphlets, faculty helped point
out what looked appealing, effective and what components to avoid. Design and information are
as equally important in this project. Not only does it need to have the information to guide a new
student through the program, but also it needs the audience to be interested in picking it up and
reading it.
Faculty Consultations
Two advisers/professors were consulted regarding the creation of the agricultural communication
major pamphlet. Mrs. Megan Silcott teaches Agricultural Publications and served as faculty
advisor for the senior project. She gave input on what she would like to see included in the
pamphlet. Mrs. Silcott suggested different events to include as well. Silcott also spoke with the
author about what program would be used to create the pamphlet.
The second adviser consulted was Dr. J. Scott Vernon. Dr. Vernon serves as the main
faculty advisor for students studying agricultural communication. Dr. Vernon suggested finding
examples of other schools using pamphlets to help guide their students. He suggested Texas
Tech University, Kansas State University and Texas A&M as possible schools to look into. Dr.
Vernon also gave input on what information he would like to see in the agricultural
communication pamphlet.
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Pamphlet Examples
The author used examples from other schools and departments at Cal Poly to identify
what looked appealing and what areas could be avoided. The example pamphlets also helped
with ideas on format layout and possible ways to convey the information.
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Figure 6: Aerospace Engineering Program Pamphlet: Cal Poly

The example pamphlet in Figure 6 had appealing elements while lacking others. The
author liked the different colors representing different topics as well as the heading for the
pamphlet. This aerospace pamphlet was concise as it did have too many words that could
discourage a student from reading through the entire piece. The author would like to use bullet
points instead of paragraph form to keep the audience interested. Also, the author did not believe
it necessary for the agricultural communication pamphlet to list every class to be taken for the
major.
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Figure 7: BRAE program pamphlet: Cal Poly, 2015
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Figure 7 displays a pamphlet from the BioResource and Agricultural Engineering
program. The author appreciated the use of a unified color scheme and the use of Cal Poly
colors. The author also liked the use of pictures to represent labs and hands-on activities within
the program. The pamphlet did list two clubs to join, but did not list what the clubs involved.
More information was needed to describe what the clubs represented. The pamphlet also lacked
information on where to go to receive advising, which the agricultural communication pamphlet
will include.

Figure 8: Kansas State University student pamphlet, 2015
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The author appreciated the Kansas State brochure the most and found it the most
effective with layout, use of school colors and functionality. The information was conveyed
through info-graphic design and made the material more interesting to read. The constant color
scheme also gave the pamphlet a more unified look. Using shapes, photos, and graphics made the
pamphlet more appealing to the intended audience. The combination of both text and graphics
gave the most lasting impression.

Available Resources
Cal Poly provides resources for students who are unable to obtain Adobe programs on
their personal computers. All computers on Cal Poly campus are equipped with Adobe programs
such as InDesign, Photoshop, and Illustrator. The pamphlet for this project was made with a
checked out Cal Poly computer. Any student can check out a computer from the first floor of the
Cal Poly library at the Poly Connect service desk. There are no reservations for the computers so
they are given on a first come first served basis. Also on campus in buildings 2, 9, 10 are the
Media Resource Centers where computers are available for checkout. These computers have a
five-day maximum for checkouts. Late fees are given if the equipment is not returned on time.

Developing the Pamphlet
After researching examples of pamphlets used by different programs and consulting with
various faculty members, the author began to develop the pamphlet. For the pamphlet to be
successful, it was important to include a color scheme, graphics, along with text descriptions to
keep the reader interested. Cal Poly official colors were used along with the official Cal Poly
font as required by the Cal Poly official style guide. The author used skills learned in AGC 407
Agricultural Publications course to create a pamphlet using the program Adobe InDesign.
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The author included hyperlinks in the design to make the material user-friendlier if the
pamphlet were to be distributed digitally as well as print. The information included is the most to
update information on clubs, extra curricular activities, advising locations, and staff. The purpose
of this project is to help ease the students into life at Cal Poly as an agricultural communication
major.
Once developed, the pamphlet will go through a review and editing process before going
to print. Reviewers include the project advisors and department head. While being reviewed, the
author will acquire three bid estimates for the cost of printing 1,000 fliers. When edits, changes
or additions are provided to the author, the pamphlet will be finalized, approved one more time
through the department head, and sent to print by the department.

Editing
The pamphlet must be edited multiple times after it is created to ensure the information is
correct as well as grammar used properly. Figure 9 shows a list of common editing marks.
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Figure 9: Commonly used editing marks, SwiftTips.com, 2015
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Conclusion
The pamphlet was created to help students entering into the agricultural communication
major. The information was presented in a clear, understandable way to help explain different
clubs and activities the student could get involved with. The pamphlet was also meant to be
visually appealing. Consulting faculty members insured the pamphlet included the correct
information and presented this information in a clear and visual pleasing way. The author relied
on examples from other university and generic pamphlets to know what to avoid and what
elements to include.
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Chapter Four
Introduction
In the following pages, the author presents a completed informational brochure
created for students in the agricultural communication major. All elements of the brochure
were created and designed using Adobe InDesign. Professors and students in the
department at Cal Poly carefully edited the brochure. The brochure is available to all
incoming students in the agricultural communication major free of charge.
Product Revision
Upon completing the project brochure, eight surveys were handed out to students
and faculty to assess the overall effectiveness of the resulting product. The survey was
composed of four simple multiple-choice questions regarding font, color, and content.
Figure 10 shows all eight responses to the survey.
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Figure 10: Survey Responses, 2015
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Figure 10: Survey Response
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Figure 10: Survey Response
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Figure 10: Survey Response
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Figure 10: Survey Response
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Figure 10: Survey Response
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Figure 10: Survey Response
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Figure 10: Survey Response
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Chapter Five
Summary
This agriculture communication pamphlet was made to help guide new students
coming into the major. The pamphlet provides necessary information for the student to be
successful. There is a great deal of information and resources for students, but they are
scattered all over this place. This pamphlet is a one-stop shop for all information about
student involvement, opportunities offered, advising, and graduation requirements.
Students will be able to turn to the pamphlet whenever they have questions and the
pamphlet will guide the student to where they can get questions answered.

Recommendation
It is recommended this pamphlet be passed out to students entering into the
agriculture communication major. The pamphlet should be handed out in the introduction
to agriculture communication course (AGC101). It is recommended the pamphlet be
updated if any major changes are made to advising or addition of faculty. The information
should stay current in order for the pamphlet to be helpful and not confuse students. If
information becomes outdated, the pamphlet should not be distributed. The native digital
files, links, text and document files will be provided to the Agricultural Education and
Communication Department for future use.
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